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FAI BLDW TO
E AT

Tide Overwhelms Accomac
Judge and Issue LsScarccly

in Doubt Now.

TO BE IMPEACHED OR
REMOVED FROM OFFICE

Revolting Evidencc, A^tounding
to Legislators and Spectators.
Admission by Accuscd Prac-

tically Scttlcs thc Case.
Rapid Progress Is

¦ ;¦ Being Made.

REVOLTING to tho last degree, that
portlon of the evidence against
Judge J. W. G. Blackstone. of
Accornac, whlch related to hia

moral llfe, and which was spread at
.nr.useatlng length beforo tho Houtc
Conimlttee for Courts of Justlce yes¬
terday, wlll mean Impeachment or re¬

moval from offlco unlcss It can be shat-
tered by tlie defense, a development
¦wholly unllkely, lf not, ln Vlew of dam-

aglng admlsslons, utterly lmposslble.
Of courso no member of the commlt¬

tee is dlscussing the matter for pub-
llcatlon, and the mlnds of all the legls-
lators, whether members of the com¬
mlttee or not, aro supposed to be closed
until tho case ls complete on both sldej,
but the proceedlngs yesterduy dcvelop-
ed a startllng sltuallon, which was at
once cxtremely damaglng to the ac¬

cuscd, and highly dlsgustlng to those
whose portlon It was to slt In the room.
Much of tho testlmony of seveial

¦wltncsses from Phoebua and Ilampton
tcuchlng alleged moral delinquencles tn

the lifo of Judge Blackstone was so

tilthy and scandalous that The Tlmes-
iJIspatch decllnes to prlnt it, as lt la
untlt to go Into the homes of decent
people. lt startled leglslators and
Bpectators, and wss the subject of wlde-
spread comment about the Capitol dur¬
ing the enttre afternoon and evening.

New Devclopmeuts.
There were a number of Interestlng

devc-lopnients in the eaao, not the least
Important belng tho statement that
owing to tho rapid progress mado by
the commlttee a final report may be
expected certalnly by the mlddle of
next week. Surprlslng apparently
nearly every one ln the pvercrowded
Corporatlon Commlsslon courtroom,
where thu meetlng was held, Mr. B. A.
Lewls announced at l o'clock P. M.
that he would rest the case for the
petltloners. and that practlcally all
further evidence from that sldo would
bc in rebuttal.
Attorncys for Judgo Blackstone bo-

gan the taklng of testlmony at tho
afternoon sesslon. and will rcsutne

when the commlttee reconvenes at 10
o'clock this morning. Tho accuaod
judge has had summontd a large num¬

ber of wltncsses from the Eastern
Shore, and It Ia likely that all the te-j-

tlmony will bc in by Monday night. lt
ls belleved that tho argumetit will noc

consume moro than one day, and th'it
the committoe may report either ou

AVednesday or Thursday. Roth houses
adopted a resolutlon approprlatlng
S4.000 or so much thereof as mlght oe

necessary to pay the cxpensea of tha
Investigatlon. Nearly if not qulto all
of It will be used. as the cost of such
an inqutry ls always heavy.
At the afternoon sesslon of the com¬

mlttee all tbe testlmony was in the
interest of Judge Blackstone, and somo

of lt was very strongly In hls favor.
Perhapa his best witnesa was Mr. R. G.
Blckford, of Newport News, one of the
ablest lawyers in the eastern section of
the -State, wiio declared that in tlie
matter of ability he regarded Judge
Blackstone as second to no judge on

the A'lrginla bench. City Sergeant E.
"W. Milstead. Clerk ot Courts D. G.
Smlth and others also appeared in he-
lialf of 'the accused jurlst. It is the
prevalling oplnion that Judge Black¬
stone will be the last wltnesg for hlm-
self, and that he will probably reach
thc stand either Monday afternoon or

Tuesday.
Impcuchnient Likely.

Though lt does not seem genernlly
understood, the metliod of procedure
as between removal and Impeachment
lias not yet heen and wlll not bc de-
tormlned until all the evldenco ls in
and thc caso hus been argucd and
submttted to tho commlttee. The rea¬
olutlon under which thc present hcar-
1ns is belng conducted ls slniply one
adopted by the House of Delegates dl-
rectlng Its Commlttee for Courts of
Justico to lnqulre into the charges and
to report thereon. If the committeo
lind that tho charges are sustalned by
the evidence, lt may report ln favor of
romovnl by joint resolutlon, or may
recommend Impeachment proceedlngs.
ln thp event the committeo tlnil that
thc charges aro not sustalned by the
evidence, of course it wlll reconimend
that thoy bc dismlssed, and thore tho
matter wlll end.

If Impeachment proceedlngs aro or¬
dered. whlch seems likely, the Housc
will formulato the cliurges and name
a. commlttee to proseculo them before
tho Senate, which may sit ln vacatlbn
to try the case if it so desircs. But if
thn oomnilttco recommends removal
blther an extru sesslon or an extension
t>f tho presont sesslon would bo nec¬
essary, as undcr section 101 of tho Con-
Btitutlon, twenty days' notice to the
Jicctised ofllcial Is roquired hofore tho
flnal voto can be taken by tho two
iousob.

Tlie Two Altcrnntlvcs.
Section 101, concornlng removal, is as

lollows:
".lildges may be removed from oillee

Tor eimscjliy u coiieiirrent vote or both
JttiuscM of tlie Gunernl Assembbi bui
li imi.lorlty of all tlie iiiemhor* elected
to oach house must uouciir ln sueli vote,
H...I tlie CUUMO of removal nIiiiU be eu-
tcred ou tlie Journal of ciieli liotiao, The
judge agaliiHt itliom thc Gplieral An-
¦ ciiibly mny bo about to proceed mIkiII
liuvo liotlco thereof, nccoiiuinuled by n.
ropy of tho unuses alleged for hls re-
fetovnl, nt least twenty dnya before tlio
Ni -._

.(Continucd on Scjcond Page.).

FOR KILLING HIS COUSIN
Orbln Osborne Arrcsfed for Mtirdrr of

Nnt Ilonryoiit Kour Ycnra Auo.
[Hpociai to Tho Tltnea-Dlapatoh.j

TAZEAVELL, VA., February 21..Or.
bln Osborno, who kliled hls cousln, Nat
Honoycut, at Norton, AAMse county, on
July .1, lDO'l, was capturod In Hancock
county, Tenn.. yesterday and lodged ln
jall at AA'Iso CourtllOUSO thla morning.
A. roward of $500, part offered hy the
Governor of Vlrglnla and tho balance
by relatlves ot tlio deurl man, was up
for tho man's capture, but hls where-
aboutH remnlncil a mystery untll the
sherlff of llanfcock county captured
Mm>

. , ~Honoycut was a flrst cousln of Os-
borne, anel the murder Is aald to have
been made ln cold-biood, and cnused
by Joalousy. Osborne and hls cousln
were both paylng attentlon to the some
girl when on the night of July 3, 1001,
through some inlsundorstandlng both
rallcd to seo hor. AVitliout the slight-
est provocutlon, It Is claltnod, Osborno
drew hls pistol and shot Honoycut to
death In thc presonce of thc glrl, whom
he (Osborne) oxpected to make his
wlfe the followlng dny. Osborno fled
to the mountalns, "and hls relatlves and
friends HUppoped him dead. He is said
to havo reachod relatlves In Seott
county. '

NEED FOr'bIG STICK
Secretary Strnus I'mlum Itooiievrlt for

l m1»k II ln I'liH'cr,
BOSTON. MASS.. February 21..Oscar

S. Straus, Secretary of Commerce and
I^ihor, was tlie prlnelpal speaker at a
dlnner given at the Amerlcan House
to-nlght by Boston business men. who
have formed an association few tlio
general commerelal and clvll welfare.
James J. Storrow presldeel. Secretary
Straus's subject wa-s "Co-operatlon of
Business Orgunlzatlon AVIth Govern-
montal Agenclcs for Promotlng the
Commerce of the Country."

Mr. Straus says he favors systematlc
co-operatlon In this country. Refcr-
rlng to President Roosevelt's pollcles.
Secretary Straus sald:

"There was never a more urgent
need for right thlnklng and right
actlng In corporate and polltlcal af-
falrs than now, for a power that
makos for rlghteousness In our
every day affalrs, from labor tow-
ard capltal no less than capltal
toward laboi, the power of the 'big
stlck.' ls necded, because there are
big ;¦.¦¦-. r to bo corrected and
big law-breakers to he checked.
Let us thank God that there slts in
the AA'hlte House a man who pos-
sosses a mlnd enrlched wlth an
hlstorlan's knowledge of the past.
united wlth a statesman's forecast
of the future, who has the moral
courage of a Llncoln to fearlesaly
uphold a standard of rlght-dolng
and to redress the Justifled grlev-
ances of the masses. and if those
grlevanccs are not redressed ln a
splrlt of Justlce, the detnons of
rosontment and revenge wlll be-
come thelr alllcs."

LADIES THROWN FROM BUGGY
Mrs. Pendleton nnd JIIh AA llllnnm Hn'>

Very .N'nrrow Kucupe.
[Special lo Th« Tlmcs-Diapjtch.l

LYNCHBURG. A'A.. February 21..
Mrs. AA'. G. Pendleton and her slster.
Mlsa Llllian AVIlllams, ot Madison
Helghts, narrowly escaped belng klll-
c-d by a street car this afternoon at
jNlnth and Main Streets, the ladies be-
Ing thrown out of thelr buggy by the
car. Both of them were palnfully
hurt, but no bones were broken.
Miss AAMlliams was driving the bug-

gy when the fender of the car struck
the rear wheel and both of the ladies
were ihrown vloiently into the street.
Mrs. Pendleton sustalnbd a spraln of
the right arm and right leg, and there
were several sllght bruises about her
face. MLsa AAMlllania sustalned a spraln
or wrencli In her neck, and she was
suffering very much when they were
asslsted Into the offlce of Adams
Bros.-Paynes Company. The buggy was
damaged somewhat. but not so badlv
as might be expectedl

THE VIPER IS FLOATED
Siibmnrtnc Ttiken Ilack to Annapolla.

No TldingH From the Illst.
ANNAPOLIS. MD., February 21..The

submarlne A'lper, whlch has been
aground on Thomas Point, ten miles
down the Chesapeake Bay from here,
slnce AA'edncsday, was floatod at high
tlde this afternoon and reached the
Naval Academy about 7 o'clock to-
night. After being floated by the
torpedo boat Bagley, tho Viper was
able to proceed to Annapolls under
convoy of that vessel.
Nothlng further has been heard from

the gunboat Hist, which ran aground
¦early AA'ednesday morning on Cove
Polnt. whlle eonvoylng the A:lper and
her slster submarlnes, the Tarantula
and Cuttlefish. The government tugStandish, from the Academy, is en-
deavorlng to float her.

NO LICENSE FOR LOCK CLUBS
IlefiiMOl of Stivnnnnh Judge Serlous

UIimv to the CIuIin.
SAA'ANNAH, GA., February 21..

Judge Charlton, In the Superlor Court,
to-day denled the petition of the
"Palmer Lock Club" for a State char-
ter.
This is a serlous blow to Savannah

locker cluhs If the Supreme Court of
Georgla sustalns the decision. A dozeni
or more of the clubs havo already
I>ald State and city llcenses, amount-
ing to SS00, thlnklng the State charters,onabling them to keep liquor in lock-
ers for thelr members, would follow.

If charters are not secured tlie
clubs becomo assoclatlons, Instead of
incorporations. and each wlll be sub¬
ject to a practlcally prohibitory tax
of $23 for each member.

MUST PAY FOR JEWELS
Miuliiitit' fiould Never Snw Them, But

Court Glves Jiidgnient.
PAR1S, February 21..The Court of

Appeals has conflrmed the judgment
of the lower court, orderlng Count
Bonl De Castellane and Madame Anna
Gould. who socurcd a divorco from the
count last year, jointly to pay to
Vora Nemldonf, an opera slnger, the
sum of ?24,0(i0 for certaln jewels the
cotnit purehased from her prlor to the
divorce. Madame Gould entered tho
defenso that slio was nn ontlro strangor
to tlie transactlon, and had never seen
tho jowols. The court lald down tho
prlnclple that tho jowels presumably
had boen purehased for tlie use of tho
buyer's wlfe.

PULL UP COAST LINE RAIL
Alteinpt to A\rrcek Trnln Near Tai.ipa,

Hut A'nliody Serloilsly Ilurl.
TAMPA, FliA.i February 21..A de-

llherate nttompt wassimado to wreck
tho Atlantlc Coast Llno passenger train.
No. 85, last night tliroo miles from
Plant City. A, rall had been removed
and the entlro train oxcopt the locomo-
tive and sloepers was deralled, and
several cars overturned. A track olaAVand wrencli woro found at tho scene,wlth whlch the rall had been removed.
No one was sorlously hurt.
An Invostlgatlon. made by railroad

officlnls to-day, rosulted ln an offor
of $500 roward for the perpetratora.
INDEPENDENT HUYER'S n.VRN

llDHNIQI) I»V NIGHT RIDERS
CARLISLE, KY. Fob'ruary 21..A to-

bacoo barn belonglng to Atiburn Smoot,
a farmor und fndopendeiit tobacco buy.
crs, llvlng near uppor Blue Lleka, wns
burncd to-day. Smoot reoontly pur-cliased several crops and sold them at
Muysville. "Night Rlders" are bolteved
io have aet flro to tho barn.

T
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Eventual Movements Not Fix¬
ed, But Will Likely Return

By Suez Route.

CORDIAL INVITATION
TO VISIT AUSTRALIA

Letter of Prime Minister Dcakin
Made Public After Cabinet
Meeting, and Hope Ex-
pressed That Portion
of Flect May Take

thc Trip.
WASHINGTON. D. C, February

21..Interestlng and Important
news relatlve to the future
movements of the Amerlcan

battleship fleet was mado publlc at thc
concluslon of the Cabinet meetlng to-
day by Secretary Metcalf, comprislng
an Invltation from tlie Australian gov¬
ernment to haye tho fleet, or at least
some of Its units, vlslt that country.
After e.xpreasing hlH appreciatlon oi
tho Invltation, the secretary says:
"The eventual movements of our fleet

have not yet been determined. AVhlle
It Is probable that the vessels wlll
return by way of Suez, 1 would bc
glad if some of them could bo sent by
the Australian route, but lt would bc
premature to promise this."

Aiistralla'n Invltation.
The Invltation was flrst mentloned In

a letter by Hon. Alfred Deakln, prime
mlnlster of Australla, addressed to
John P. Bray, Amerlcan consul-general
at Melboure, dated December 24th last,
as follows:

"The appoarancc in thc Paciflc of
tho great Amerlcan fleet Is an event
In tho hlstory not only of tho
United States, but of that ocean.
AAre are naturally deeply Interested
In this visit, and are anxlous to
have some opportunity of express-
ipg our sympathy wlth our klnsmen
in thelr demonstratlon of naval
power.
"There are two sldes to the Pacl¬

flc. and lt would be a plty If only
one of them were to be favored
wlth the presence of these ships.
I propose, therefore, at a sultable
tlme to address a formal communi-
tlon to the Governor-General, to be
forwarded to the colonlal offlce,
requestlng that an invltation be
sent to the President to permit
your fleet to call at the Australian
ports.

"I think you wlll bo able to tell
your government what an enthu-
siastle, whole-hearted welcome bat-
tleships under the- American tlag
will recelve In the Commonwealth.
It woulel be a further token of the
closc aliiance of Interests and sym-
pathies which exlst between us.
"No other federatlon of the world

posse<=ses so many features of llke-
ness to that of the United States
as does the Commonwealth of Aus¬
tralla, and I doubt whether any
two people could be found who are
in nearer touch wlth each other,
and ar» likely to beneflt more by
anything that tends to knlt thelr
relatlons more closely, Australian
ports and portals would be wlde
open to your ships and men, and
it would be a matter of great grat-
Ificatlon if the President could see
his way to direct that the wlshes
of this government be met ln tho
matter.

"It Is with a view of enabling
your government to have tlme to
consider this proposal, which may
be made by cable, that I am now

communicatlng wlth you. Relytng
on your friendly officos to insuro
the most favorablo receptlon pos¬
sible to this Invltation, which
might have monientous and far-
reachlng consequences, I am,

"Tours faithfully,
"ALFRED DEAKIN."

Secretary Metcalf, in making tho
correspondence public expressed the
extreme gratificatlon of the Navy De¬
partment at the cordiality lndlcated ln
the invltation. and added that the mat¬
ter would recelve the earnest considera-
tion of the department.

OUR JACKIES INVADE LIMA
Great Number Enjoy Day ns Peru's
Guests.Recelvea Admlral Thomus.
LIMA, PERU, February 21..Every-

whero in Lima to-night may be found
the jolly jackles of tho American fleet,
fraternlzlng wlth the Peruvian men-

ot-warsmen, pronienading |n tho Plaza
Do Armas or on sightseelng toura ln
the varlous interestlng quarters of the
city. Hundreds of the men were given
shore leavo to-day, and they availed
themselves of the opportunity offered
by immediately coming up to the cap-
ital from Callao. The rallroad dld an

immense business throughout the day.
carrying passengers down to Callao to
see the battleships and brlnglng them
back again to Lima. In view of tha
fact that so many of tho sallors woro

given shoro leave, Admlral Evans also
sent a number of marines to Lima to
see that order was preserved by tho
men.
This afternoon President Pardo re¬

ceived Admlral Thomas and a number
of other American offlcers. They wero

accompanled by United States Minister
Lbslie Combos and Secretary of Lega-
tlon Rlchard R. Neltl. The President
^onversed with the Amerlcans at length.
Rear-Admlral Evans ls feeling bet¬

ter, but ho still has to walk wlth tho
ald of his cane.

KANSAS FOR BRYAN
fircnt DeniouNtrntlon Attends Adoptlou
of llesolutlous.Oklubonm To-Day.
HUTCHINSON, KAN.. February 21_

Kanaus Democrats, In State convention
here to-day, unanlniously adopted a
resolutlon tnstructing all delegates to
the Denvor convention, both Stato aml
cougrosslonul, "to east a solid voto for
tlio nomination of AA'illlam J. Bryan
for President of Iho United States." A
great demonstratlon. lasting several
minutes, nttoudod tho udoption of tlio
I'OSOllltlOllS,

Oklnlioiun for III....
MUSKOGEE, OKLA-, Fohruary 21_,

A\r. J. Bryan wlll bo unanlmoiisly ln-
dorsed for Prosldeut at the Oklahoma
Democratie Stato Convention to-mor-
roAV. A solid dologatlon wlll be sont
to the natlonal convention instructed
to voto for him as a unlt on the pluWtorm that they may favor,

T
ROAD BILL PASS

¦¦ n i. 11. i- «

Latter Goes Through Senate;
House Adopts Former.

After Big Fight.
ASSEMBLY TO TAKE UP
RHEA CAgE TUESDAY

Members of Committec Decline
to Givc Slightest Intimation of

Character of Report.Both
Eranches Rushing Work

on .rmportant
Bills.

BY LEWIS H. MACIIEN.
THE day at the Capltol was some-

what electrlcal. There was

plenty of thunder, witli aomo

llghtnlng and many mutterlngs.
Thc devclopmenta ln tho Blackstone
case made the proceedlngs In the two
houses seem like religious oxcrclses ln
comparlson. As the testlmony was

given tho wonder grew stronger and
stronger that the accused man should
havo put himself In the positlon in
whlch such statements concernlng him
could be publlcly mado and dlsseml-
nated through the State, whlch he had
served In the upper houso of Its Legis¬
lature and as a member of Its Judl-
clary. It is belleved to bo tho flrst
time, and It Is devoutly hoped that it
wlll be the last, that such accounts of
tho public and prlvate proceedlngs of
any Virginia Judge will evef be given
to the world. For a tlme It was be¬
lleved that wltnesaes fot the defense
might be able to dlspel some of the
clouds that had assembled above the
head of the accused, but admlssions
made by him In order to shleld aomo
companlons who were threatened with
impllcatlon in the matter would sonm
to abolish any such hope. It ia the
unlversal deslre that the Inveatigation
.be speedily concluded, and lt is the
expectation that the action of the
House of Delegates upon tho report of
the commlttee will be prompt.

Itlicn InvcMticntlon.
The Rhea Inveatigation, too. I3 about

cnded. Resolutions were adopted by
both houses yesterday for a Joint
meeting on Tuesday night to hear the
result of the dellberatlons of the com¬
mlttee. It was stated that the printed
evidence In the case would be dls-
tributed Monday. AVhether the mem¬
bers of the General Assembly, in the
intervals between their other labors,
with commlttee meotings and early
and late sesslons cf the House and
Senate, wlll have time to read and dl¬
gest the voluminous evidence ln the
matter is more than Joubtful. It 1b
sald that it covered 700 typewrltten
pages. Yet it is certaln that strong
pressure will be brought to bear to
have final actlon taken on Tuosday
nlght.

In the meantlme the commlttee Is
malntalnlng a silence upon the nature
of their forthcoming report whlch
makes the sphinx appear garrulous by
contrast. No word, sign nor token
can be gathered from which one may
guess the awful secret.

Road Bill Pnnned.
Tho Senato yeaterday occupied Itself

almost excluslvely wlth a dlscussion of
the bill, whlch had passed the House,
provldlng an appropriation of $250,000
for State ald In the improvement of
roads. The debate, though long, was
strong and skilful, and exhlbited a
wlde knowledge on the subjects of
roads and taxation upon the part of
the Senators.
Desplte the fact that there was somo

admitted opposltion to the whole
scheme of State ald to road-building.
nnd though amendments were offered
and earnestly pressed, endeavorlng to
change the mothod of distribution pro-
posed, the bill finally swept through
the Senate wlthout a dlssentlng vote.
Indeed, publlc sentlment appears to be
so thoroughly in favor of State ald ln
road matters that tho march of any
reasonable measure to effect that pur-
pose would have been resistless. Tho
bill appears to bo thc best composlte
of contllcting views which could be
adopted at this time.
Undoubtedly lt ls but an lndlcatlon

that natlonal ald for roads wlll soon

be a burnlng lssue, and wlll eventually
be an assured fact.

"AVhnrton Law Agutn.
In tho Houso the old Wharton laAV,

reiating to thd prevention of combina-
tions of flro insurance companies for
the purpose of malntalnlng schedules
of rates, was passed against vlgorous
and perslstent opposltion. Should it
becomo a law by the concurrence of
tho Senate, it will, no doubt, seriously
affect tho Souuicastern Tariff Asso¬
ciation, as to whose vlrtues and vices
there ls such a wlde dlfferonce of
oplnion among tho members of tho
Legislature and ln tho State at large.
AVhatover may be the merlts of this
partlcular association, thero ls an ob-
vlous sentlment nowadays against all
varieties of comblnatlona for the doml-
natlon or control of any klnd of busi¬
ness or pursuit, and against this gen¬
eral trend of oplnion partlcular advan¬
tages cannot provall.
To-day will wltness a livoly flght in

the Senate over the proposltlon to tax
tho output of mines. Should tho bill
becomo a law lt wlll deeply affect
many large minlng interests, especlally
ln tlio southwestorn portlon of the
State. Tlio fote of the measure cannot
bo prodicted at this tlme. but tho pros-
pect of a large accretlon of rovenue
from this sourco, which would bo
avallable for approprlatlons at the next
sesslon, will no doubt prove oxtromely
Invlting, not tn sny temptlng, to a rha-
jority of the members of tho Goneral
Assembly.

SESSI0N OMTWO- HOUSES
After Ilin FiRht AVIuirton I.nw Pux.ic*

l.tmer Hruncli.

Tlie Housc of Delegates convoned
promptly at lu o'clock, wlth Spenker
Byrd preslding. Conimunlcittlons from
tho Senate conveyed notice of tho pas.
sage of certaln bills, whlch woro ro-

forred to the proper eommlttoes.
Among tho measures reported from

(Contijiued on Thlrd Page.)

1IGTIM OF GAS JE1
Tube Be comes Detached
Filling Room With Fumes

While She is Asleep,,
WAS SOCIAL FAVORITE
AS MISS NATICA RIVE5

A Daughter of Olivcr H. P. Bel
mont, but Took Name of Her

Mother's Seeond Hus-
band, by Whorri She
Was Adopted as

a Child.

NEW YORK, February 21..Mrs
Wllllam Proudflt Burden, whi
waa Natlca, Rlves, daughter o
O. H. P. Belmont, and a soclet?

favorlte In Now York, Newport am

Washlngton, was found dead ln bed c

her Fifth Avenue home to-day. Death
thc coroner declded, was accldental, an

due to gas cscaplng. A defectlvo ga

tube, whlch had been attached U
chandellor, ao placed last nlght tha
Mrs. Burden mlght read whlle proppj
up In bed, had permltted a flow of ga
that fllled tho room and, escaplng Int
tb« hall, flnally attractlng tho atten
tlon of tho servants.

Well When Slie Retlred,
Mrs. Burden was twenty-two year

of age. and slnce her marrlage oi

April 17, 1907, she and her husban.
had occupled the beautlful home u
the latter's father, the lato Jamea A
Burden, at No. 908 Fifth Avenue.
Mr. Burden had spont the nlght li

another part.of the house, and learnet
of hls wlfe's' death from the servants
who had entered her room at 10 o'clocl
thls mornlng. Enterlng the house a
11 o'oloclc last nlght. Mr. Burden ha(
notlced that a llght was atlll burnlnj.
ln hla wlfe's room, and. passlng thi
door, called out, "good-nlght." Mrs
Burden responded "good-nlght," ln s

tone that Indicated that she was lt
her usual health and spirlts.

Mrs. Burden had been ln tho habl'
of readlng after retirlng, and thls prac¬
tlce recently led her to have a gai
readlng lamp placed ln her room. Thb
stood on a stand convenlently neai
the head of the bed.
The coroner's Investlgatlon showei

that the gaa tube had been dlsconnect
ed from the lamp. Apparently havlni
become drowsy, Mrs. Burden hai
roached from her bed and turned of
the lamp cock lnstead ot taking th'
trouble to get up and shut off the ga
at the chandeller Jet. In some man
ner undA'termlned the tube becanv
loosened at the lower end. and sllppini
off the foed pipe of the lamp lald lt
such a position that the flow of posl
onous gas waa dlrected Into the sleep-
er's face.

Dnughter of O. II. P. Belmont.
Mrs. Burden was the daughter of thi

flrst Mrs. Ollver H. P. Belmont, wh(
was Miss Sally Whltlng. The daugh
ter took the name of her mother's see

ond husband, George L. Rlves, wh(
adopted her and had alwaya beet
known as Natlca Rlves.
Wllllam P. Burden ls a nefihew 01

I. Townsend Burden, nnd has a larg<
interest ln tho Burden Iron Works, a-

Troy.
Mrs. Burden, as Natlca Rlves, wa;

one of the most pcpulnr of the youngei
women in socif-ty. Her health broki
down In the sunimer of 1906, nnd sht
spent some tlme in a sanatorlum al
Lakewood. Durlng her atay ln Lake-
wood her engagement to Mr. Burder
was announced. She never flnally re-
covered her health.

It wns said at the hous0 to-nlghl
that young Mrs. Burden had been suf-
ferlng for some tlme from a sllght at-
tack of thc gtlp. The funeral ar-
rangements had not been declded upor
to-nlght.

FOR SCHOOLS OF MINiNG
Blll to Appropriate 515,000 to Kncl

State for Thls Purpose.
WASHINGTON, February 21..Rep-

resentatlve Struglss, 0f West Virginia
to-day inti"oduced a blll npproprlatlng
$15,000 for the flscal year endlng .Tunc
30th next, for each State and Terrltory
for the establlshmentijand malntenance
of schools or departnlents of mlnes oi
mlnlng ln connectlon with the agrl-
culttiral colleges. Thls amount ls In¬
creased $5,000 each year unVt the an¬
nual upproprlatlon shall reach $25,000.
Tho blll provldes that where a sop-
nrnte nnd dlstlnct school of mincs h.is
been establlshed by tho Leglslature ot
a State, and has been ln exlstenco foi
two years prevlous to tho passage oi
tho measures, tho aums approprlatet
shall be pald to lt.

AFTER WOUNDING HIS WIFE,
ATI.ANTA MAN KILLS HIMSELF

ATI.ANTA. GA., February 21..Aftei
struggllng with hls wlfo for possesslon
of Uio weapon and serlously woundlng
hor, J. R. Campboll shot and kllled
hlmsolf ln hls home early to-day. Ill
health. lt ls bolloved. had temporarily
deranged hla mind. Camyioell wns
hearly slxty years old. Hls wife Is
about the samo agei Hc wns well
known here.

FIItE JIHEAKS OUT IN MOBILE
AND NOT l'\l)i;il CONTUOl.

MOBIL.E, ALA., February 22..Flrc
bfoke out In a throe-story ofllco build¬
lng on St, Fruncls Street, shoriiy af¬
ter mldnlght. and oxtended to two
sfores on elther sldo, all threo owned
by Mrs. Thomas Henry. The buildlugs
adjoiu the now Battlo House, a nlno-
story buildlng. Tho flrc la not yet un¬
der control.

XINHASIN13SS AT I.ISUON
THOOI'S Nl ItliOl \l> PAI.ACE

PARIS, February 22..a speclni dls-
pntch recelved frnm Msbon saya that
the greateut uneaainqas prevalls thero.
Thc palnce hn.s boon surrovmded by
troops, tlie entlio giurlson is i.onfliied
to burracka and ball cartridgos havu
been Issued to tho ninn.

Tlio Diiinii CoudeniiiM 'rerrorisin.
ST. PETERSBURG, February 21..

Tlio Duma to-nlght adopted a resolu¬
tlon coiuleiiinlng terrnrlsm by a blg
majority, a uotubio part oc which was
iiindo up of coiistltuttonul democrats,
who, lu tho ilrst two Pumas repeat-
edly refused to bc- commitied to a c.ou-
doninallon,

ASKS FOR A CONFERENCE
AVpnt Vlrglnln Anxloua to Settla Her

Debt Out of Court.
[Rneiclal to Tho Ttmea-DI*patch.l

WHEI3LINO. AV. VA., February 21..
The AVcat Vlrglnla Senate conourred
this afternoon ln tho actlon of tho
House In eubstltutlng the Senato Joint
resolutlon for House Joint resolutlon
creatlng a bl-partlsan commlsslon to
advlso West Vlrglnla counsol ln the
A'lrginla debt atilt.
The commlsslon wlll confer wlth the

Stato Board of Publlc YVorks and the
attorney for the State, who ln turn
wlll ask tho attorneys for tho State
of Vlrglnla for a settloment. The ac¬
tlon doos not mean that thla Stato has
given up the flght, but lt Is taken to
get tho matter sralghtenod up wlth
all possible expeditlon and prevent
further cost to either State, Attorneys
for Vlrglnla wlll be asked for a con-
fcrenco carly ln March.

GOVERNOR POST SWORN IN
He and Other Offlcers of Porto Ytico

Take Oiitli ot Offlcc.
SAN .TUAN, February 21..Governor

Regis H. Post, Socrotary AVIlllam F.
AA'illoughby. Treasurer S. D. Gromer and
Commiasioner of Education Edwin Dex¬
ter took the oath of offlce at tho gov¬
ernment house to-day. Chiof Justico
Qulnones offlclatlng. There wero pres¬
ent promlnont cltlzena, offlcers of the
navy and army and many members
of tho Houso of Delegates.
The United States commlssioner to-

day ordered the release from custody
of f Ive Dommlcans and two Porto
RIcana, who were arrested Ferbuarv
12th for alleged compllclty ln a plot
to shlp ammunltlon Into Santo Do-
mlngo. The dlstrict attorney had been
unablo to mako a case against the
men under tho statutes, and thoro was

no provlslon undor whlch tho lnaulnr
0 authoritles could prosecute them fot

a violation of the internal rovenue

laws. Tho ammunltlon arrlved hero
some tlme ago from Now York by the
steamor Caracas. It was repacked
here, marked "old Iron." and wns belng
loaded on a veasel bound for Santo

Domlngo, when tho aelsstire was made.

NUMBER OFDEAD THIRTY
Dynamlte Exploslou at Hercules Plant

More Serlous Than Supposed.
BERKELEV. CAL.. February 21.-

Tho latost reports from tho scene of
the terrlble dynamlte exploslon at the
Hercules powder plant ln Plnole. place
tho number of dead at thlrty. Four of
these wero white men. the °,the" bo"
Insr Chinose. The body of the foro-
man AV. AV. Stillwell. ls the only one

recovered. The other twenty-nlne woro

blown to atoms. Not a man at work
in thc packlng-house and on tho traln
used for haullng the dynamlte to thc
depot, escaped.
The slx Injured glrls and four men

wlM recovea. No cause is asslgned
for tho accldent. Tho damage to the

l! plant amounts to $10,000.
-i Superlntendent Birmingham say3 the
»l company will rebuild at once.

'I ICE FALLING KILLS THREE
-;

S! fniHual Accldent In AVktch Only Two
i-.. Qut ot rpea Escape Injury.

r WILKESBARRE, PA.. February 21.-
I Whlle ten mlners were belng lowored

Into the Stanton mlno of tho Lehigh
"

and AVllkesbarre Coal Company to-
* dav, a large body of Ico in tho shaft

fell. strlking tho hoad of the cage
and demollshlng lt. Two of the men

were kllled outright, one dled on the
way to tho hospital and three others,
lt is belleved, wlll dlo of thotr in-

- Jurles.
The kllled:
Bernard Quaddor, laboror.
Evan Owens, drlvor.
Andrew Boyer, laboror.
Tho Injured. flve ln all, aro foreign-

ors.
Two of tho men ln the cage escapod

Injury. .... ,
The cage was near the bottom ot

the shaft whlch ls 1,000 feet deep, when
the ico fell.

T0 CLEAN UP ESTATE
Must Get Rld of Fedcrnl Judgment to

Clcnr Up Tltle to Property.
[From Our Regular Correspondent.]

WASHINGTON, D. C. February 21..
Jackson Guy, of Rlchmond, appeared
beforo tho House Commlttee on Clalms
to-day In behalr of the estate of AVIl¬
llam J. Cussen, of Richmond.

It appears that about the year 1870
the government got a Judgment against
Mr. Cussen for a considerable sum.
About that tlme Mr. Cussen went into
bankruptcy. He was dlscharged thero-
from in course of timo and amassed
a conslderablo fortunc; ln fact, he bo-
camo wcalthy. On hls death some

years ago. hls estate was belng settled
up whon the admlnistratbrs dlscovered
that this old Judgment had not boen
satlsfled. Clear tltle to tho property
cannot be given untll the judgment ls
paid or Congress relloves the estato
of payment. Tho bill, lntroduced by
Represontatlvo John Lamb, provldes
for cancollatlon of tho govornment's
cualm.

WAGE CONFERENCE STILL 0N
Southern's Offlcertt Gotng Over Matter

Wlth Employes In All Brunehcs.
WASHINGTON, D. C, February 21..

The conference as to wage adjust-
ments between Vice-Presldent and
General Manager Ackert, of tho South¬
ern Railway, and reprosentatlvos of
tho Locomotlvo Engineers, was resumed
to-day, and a conference also was held
wlth a coimmlttee roprescntlng tho
conductora and trainmen.
Tho proposltlon made to those classes

of omployos ls substantlally tho same
as that made to the machlnlsts and other
shopmon, which ls to tho effect that
ln view of tho condltlon of business
aml the falllng off ln trafflc, tho lower
soale of wages in effect a yoar ago
shall bo restorcd.
No deflnlto action has boen report¬

ed, and a further conforenco wlll .bc
held to-morrow.
->

AVKICHEItT, THF, Sl.AIN OFFICER,
UURIEU AVITIt MILITARY HONORS

SAN JUAN, P. R., February 21..Tho
body of AValtor AA'eichert, chief oftlcor
of tho United States colller Abarenda,
who was kllled on board tho vessel
yesterday by tho shlp's carponter,
George Dlxon, was burlod to-day wlth
mllitary honors. AA'elchert'a hoino was
Iu Jorsey City, N. J., whero hls widoiv
and a daughtor roslde. Dixon, who is
a Scotchman. ls in tho custody of the
Fedorul nuthorlties.

MRS. 11ROXSON HOWARD
GRAXTE1) AHSOM'TK DlVOROE
|Sn,ii:liil tO The Tlnu's-Dispatcli.]

BALTIMORE, MD.. February 21..
Mrs. Dosayrlan Bronaon Howard, for.
merlv Miss Sktnner, of Norfolk. was

granted nn ahsoiute dlvorce here to-
day from Oetirge F. Rrousop lloward,

U'uithor, playwtiglit und war crre-
Hpondent. -,Miss skinner was ninrrled in New
Vork aft»r a few duys' courtahlp, lu
Novemher 1 no it, she having m:>t Mr.
Hronson lloward at a tiieatre party in

Ithis clly. They separated in Londou,
where thev went ou thelr papeympop,llinfaitm'ulness was tho grounil of. tll-
Vorce,

TO
TAKE NEXT STEP

Lane Leaves for Washington
to Lay Case Before the

Full Commission.

NEW FACTS BROUGHT
TO LIGHT ON LAST DAY

False Billing Practice Continued!
Many Years, but Settlement
Proposition Covered Period

of Only Three Montha.
Comptroller Makcs

Statement.

SEABOARD TO SUE;
COUNCIL MAY ACT

Thnt thc Senbonrd Alr Line Rnll-
ivn> villl enter sult agalnat W. It.
Johnston for $12,000 damagea, and
lliut thc Common Council wlII be
enllcd tngether to conslder a reso¬
lutlon for tlie explnslon ot H. O.
Gatea, were tho sonsatlonal reporta
clrculnted yeaterduy nn n reanlt of
thc Interstntc Commerce C'oinniln-
ilon inqulry. Nclther could be dcfl-
nltely vertfled, though thero aeemed
ample grnund for both.
Accordlng to thc strorn tcstlmony

of Mr. Gntes, Mr. Johnston'a flrm.
hnd becn defruudtng thc Seaboard
Alr Iilnc nnd tlie Atlantlc Coast Line
for four years by ablpplng ont lo-
cnlly, grnln purporttng ta come
tlirniiBli from Vtilley polnta. By thia
plnn connectlng ronda loat 3 centa
per 100 pounda, or $15 a car. Tbe
Seaboard has been lnveatlgntlng the
recorda to nscertnin the totnl amount
of the Jobnaton undcrclinrgca. Thia
sult, lt la aaid, will be illcd ludt-
licnilenlly of nny actlou whlch may
bc taken by the Ecderal government.

WITH evldence equally aa sensa-
tlonal as the confesslon oC
Councilman Gates and the
admisslon that valuable and

much wanted papers belonging to the
Chesapeake and Ohlo Rallway had been
destroyed. the rebato Investlgatlon be¬
fore Hon. Franklln IC. Lane, ot the
Interstate Commerce Commission, was

idjourned yesterday, to bo followed
by grand jury indlctments m the Unlted
States District Court.
Before leaving the city for Washlng¬

ton Mr. Lane would glve no Intlmatlon
as to the probable outcome of the In-
qulry, further than to say that the
record would be presentod wlthln the
next thirty days to the full commis¬
sion, whlch will determlne, posslbly
with the nld of the Department of Jus-
tlce, whether or not it will be sent to
Dlstrlot Attorney Lewls with Instruc-
tlons to begln prosecutions. Upon con-
victlon, raliroad ofllclals and shippera
who have vlolated tho law, accordlng
to railroad and shlpplng records, can
be llned or sent to thc penltentlary, or
both.

Mny Prosccute Them.
Leaving out those who are lmmune

by reason of the tcstlmony they gave
under oath, thc names of the folloW-
Ing persons may bo presented to the
Federal grand jury:

E. I). Hotchklss, general frelght
nscnt of the Chesapeake and Ohlo.

Alex. P. Gllbert, aaalatant general
fn-lclil ugent of the Chesapeake and
Ohlo, on the churgc of false bllllng.

L. F. Siilllviin, comptroller of the
Cheanpcakc nnd Ohlo, for pernilttlng
thc deatructlon of pupera dcalred by
the Unlted States.
W. It. Johuaton, shlpper, beneflclary

of n rcbntlng syatcm by whlch the At¬
lantlc Coaat l.lne und the Seaboard Alr
Line were mulctcd.
W. S. Furbo'a & Co., ahlppera, rebata

hcneaclaric, J>y rennon of the fuct that
through ahlpmenta from the Went were
opencd and chauged herc, golng out
on the through and not the local rate,
the Iutter belng higher.
Thero may be others. The commla-

alon plunged stralght Into the Investl¬
gatlon and dlscovered condltlons differ-
ent from thoae revealed ln any other
case of tho klnd brought to Its atten-
tion heretofore, inasmuch as connect¬
lng roads, that had absoluto falth ln
tlio Integrlty of tho Chesapeake and
Ohlo, wero swlndled by a schome aa
brazen as it was unlawful.
At no polnt was the evldence clr-

cumatanttal; lt was plaln, based upontho ofllcial records of three rallway
systems. and wltli every llnk in tha
chuln complete.

More Sturtllug Developments.
Some now faots came to the surfa.ee

yesterday. Papers brought from the
cflico of tho Chesapeake and Ohlo
showod that lotters had been wrlt-
ten by Alr. Gllbert to C. R. Capps, gen¬
eral froight agent of tho Seaboard Alr
Line, and J. W. Perrln, general frelght
agent of tho Atlantlc Coast Line, ad-
mlttlng Irregularttles by whlch local
shlpments went out us through shlp¬
ments, to the llnanclal loss of tho con¬
nectlng roads, und offerlng to settle
tlio dliferenco upon a basls ot August
1, 1U07.
Tho evldence sliows that tho false

bllllng practlco has been malntalned
for ten years. As lntorpreted by Mr.
John H. Marblo, speclal counsel for
tho oommUalon, this was an ,admls>-
slon of wrong-dolng for many years,
with a proposition to settlo for thrca
n.onths.
Just how much money tho Chesa¬

peake and Ohlo would be requlred to
my to the. oi'.ui.' lines ln rectlfylng tho
"rnud was a matter of blg but idlo
ipeculatlon.
There was an earnest appeal from

dr. Capps for a ihorough inspertion of
he rocords.an appeal for funds whlch
tghtly belong to tha Seaboard, but
.vliich that road dld not rccelve, bc-
.iiusc of tho clovor Gates devico in
hc lntere.it of W. H. Johnston. Com-
iilsslonor Lane drew from Mr. Chap-
icll, of the Chosapeako and Ohlo, tha
itatenuiit that lt hls company dcalred
,u nutke honorablo amends payment
ihould covor all tlio year* durinc walcbj


